Web site review

http://ericnuzum.com/banned/

Banned in the USA

Eric Nuzum, author of ‘Parental Advisory: Music Censorship in America’, opens with a story
about the four lads from Liverpool, otherwise known as The Beatles. It's an attention getter and it
doesn’t let go. No matter what side of the ‘censorship’ fence you might sit on, this site will intrigue
you. (I don’t mind admitting that | think music should be protected under the First Amendment to
the US Constitution as free speech — no matter how disgusting | think lyrics might be. Bad taste
or lack of class shouldn’t be a crime. Show your distain with your buying power by turning to a
different station or buying another artists work. But anyway...)

Once you read through the opening, which the author advises, visitors can look by decade at
the incidents of censorship that have taken place. Some are well known such as the Doors Jim
Morrison’s arrest on obscenity charges in the late 1960’s to songs that were deemed
‘questionable’ in 2001 by Clear Channel because they hit a little too close to home regarding the
events of 9/11. 150 songs were on the list such as ‘Hit Me With Your Best Shot’ by Pat Benatar.
And no, that’s not a joke. | too fail to see the connection between a love scorned woman and a
terrorist attack.

Anyone interested in the history of music will find delight in this site — or sadness depending
on how you look at it. Some of the things considered blasphemous at one time, in all honesty,
seem a bit ridiculous by today’s standards. For someone who believes that music imitates life and
not life imitating music this site is a gem by pointing out the struggles that musicians have faced
in the last 50 years of popular music. Music hasn’t caused moral decay. Music only reflects what
has happened to morals. If you're looking for a site on where music’s been and where it’'s going
this is certainly a site not to miss. UB

Music Review

'B-52s— Nude On The Moon Anthology'

by The B-52s

on Rhino Records

A few years ago The B-52’s (who got their name for the mile high hairstyle of lead singers Kate
Pierson and Cindy Wilson and not the bomber plane) came out with a ‘Time Capsule’ of all their
greatest hits. It's always best to wait, in this reviewer’s opinion, because something better could
be just around the corner. Well three years later Rhino Records has released 'Nude on the Moon:
The Anthology'. The Athens band (that's Georgia not Greece folks), which started with four
friends who had no musical experience but a quirky outlook on life, decided to try their hand at
the new wave sound of the late 70’s. Their first album, the self-titled debut, still rocks after all
these years with classics such as ‘Rock Lobster’ and 52 Girls’. During the mid 80’s they lost one
of their founding members Ricky Wilson (Cindy’s older brother) to AIDS but by the end of the
decade they had ‘regrouped’ and went back into the studio. And boy did they! The B-52's
produced a winning album with Ricky in mind. 'Cosmic Thing' was released in 1989 with a slew of
Top 40 hits making it their most successful album to date with yet again more ‘classic’ songs that



can be heard today such as ‘Love Shack’, ‘Roam’ and ‘Deadbeat Club’.

The anthology opens with ’52 Girls’ when their sound was fresh and new. In truth no one has
quite been able to master The B-52’s avant-garde style although they’ve had many imitators over
the years. Even The Talking Heads who’s front man David Byrne produced The B-52’s album
'Mesopotamia' in 1982 has never been able to get that ‘sound’ that put the B-52’s on the map
although his attempts to do so on his records are obvious at times. The anthology is filled with
different a mix of disco music (‘Girl From Ipanema Goes To Greenland’, ‘Queen of Las Vegas’),
punk (‘Private Idaho’, ‘Devil In My Car’), new age (‘She Breaks For Rainbows’) and some real
rocking dance tunes (‘Love Shack’, ‘Channel Z’). By the way, the sentence at the end of ‘Love
Shack’ that Cindy yells is “Your Tin Roof! Rusted!’ It's been debated for years so there’s the
answer.

What’s also intriguing about this new 2-disc set is that it includes some of the rare songs along
with some remixes and live performances. There’s also a new track ‘Debbie’ which is a tribute to
Blondie front woman Debbie Harry, yet another punk/new wave rocker from their era. The best
addition, which is wonderful it’s included although a surprise that it's on the record is a track from
the 'Cosmic Thing' LP called ‘Follow Your Bliss’, which was never released as a single but a
beautiful instrumental piece just the same. For a group of 5 friends that didn’t know how to even
play an instrument when they began that’s quite an amazing feat. '"Nude on the Moon: The
Anthology' is a wonderful compilation for those old B-52’s fans but perhaps it's even more fitting
for those who are just joining the bouffant wig party. UB

DVD Review
‘Cagney & Lacey'— Finally Makes It To DVD.

For years I've watched as 1980's TV classics made their way onto DVD— Miami Vice, Night
Rider and Hart to Hart to name but a few. Don't get me wrong. People loved those shows, but |
always liked more intellectual/character study dramas myself. My favorite was Cagney and

Lacey. Each Monday night, | tuned in to see the New York 14th precinct detective duo of
Christine Cagney (Sharon Gless) and Mary Beth Lacey (Tyne Daly) fight crime. Truth be told,
C&L is still my favorite TV drama after 25 years...and now it's finally made its way to DVD thanks
to the diligent efforts of Executive Producer Barney Rosenzweig to bring it back to the small
screen. When | saw Full House, which never captured an Emmy award, going into it's sixth
season DVD release, and we STILL had no C&L, | have to admit, | got annoyed. | began to
research where | could send my ‘angry letters’ on why the C&L fans were being left out in the
cold. During my search, | found good news! | learned that MGM now owned C&L, and through
Fox, it would release 'The True Beginning' on May 8th, 2007 (P.S.: Don't be fooled by the date
that appears on sites such as Amazon.com that say its release is 2010). | was pleased to see it in
time of the 25th anniversary but also overjoyed by it's May release making it the perfect Mother's
Day gift— not only for my mom, but for me too. It's the best bought Mother's Day gift my daughter
could ever give me. (My favorite gift was the handmade card of a big 'M' and a cute poem, which |
still have, but | digress).

As a young woman growing up in the 80's, Cagney & Lacey was monumental to me. | finally
had heroines who didn't have to wear low cut tops and tight miniskirts to save the day. And
sometimes, like in real life, they didn't always come through— sometimes there were unhappy
endings. These two characters had convictions, beauty, brains and guts. They had vices, flaws
and fears too. In other words, they were real women. Growing up | wanted to be Cagney— brave,
single, career minded and independent. Instead, | became Lacey— married at 19 to a sweetheart
of a guy like Harvey (John Karlen), a mom at 21 and doing a job that made getting out of bed
each morning worthwhile. The series filled me with the belief that, although | was a girl, | could
still set goals and achieve them with sweat and the right attitude. | didn't have to look like a
fashion model to have self worth. It taught me the road of life will have bumps, but by taking



action and having perseverance, you can succeed. How many shows on TV today can say they
play a pivotal role in the positive development of the young female psyche?

So getting this set of DVDs is more than just a walk down memory lane for all of the fans.
It's something empowering we can pass on to the next generation of young women, which sadly,
is lacking today in the world of entertainment. Incidentally, my daughter is around the same age
today as | was when | started viewing C&L and | look forward to sharing the series with her. To
fully understand what the four disc set contains, we really have to delve into the history of the
series. Cagney and Lacey first arrived as a TV-movie back in 1981 starring Daly and Loretta Swift
as Chris Cagney. Based on its highly successful ratings, CBS ordered up a series. Swift was
already working on M*A*S*H, so Meg Foster filled the role of Cagney. Producers wanted Sharon
Gless from the start but, like Swift, she was already committed to another series, House Calls.
After six episodes CBS decided to cancel the series, but producers convinced the network execs
to reinstate the show. CBS relented, but the producers were told that the role of Cagney would
need to be recast as part of the deal. As fate would have it, House Calls was cancelled during
that time and Sharon Gless was finally free to step into the role. But the saga doesn't end there.

At the end of the 1982 to 1983 season, the series was canceled yet again, due to low ratings.
But then something unprecedented in television history happened. Viewers wrote to CBS
protesting the cancellation. Other fans picketed in front of CBS headquarters and the show's
producers and stars went to various U.S. cities to drum up support. The media got wind of a
grass roots effort to save the TV show and over summer reruns people began to tune in to see
what all the 'fuss’ was about. As a result, the Nielson ratings went up and they stayed up. CBS
had a change of heart. They apologized for the cancellation and the series was reinstated again
until its final season in 1988. Later in the 1990's, Gless and Daly reprised their roles in a string of
TV movies, including Cagney and Lacey: The Return, which proved to be one of the highest rated
TV-movies of 1995. As a side note, for those who are interested in the show's colorful history,
Barney Rosenzweig has a book also coming out this May titled 'Cagney and Lacey...and Me',
which discusses the trials and tribulations of Hollywood and putting on an Emmy winning
production.

But now that you've had your Cagney and Lacey 101 education, the box set being released
will feature episodes only starring Gless and Daly. The first six shows with Foster have been
omitted. As a fan, I'd love to have all the episodes from start to finish. But | know that beggars
can't be choosers in this world, so I'll happily take what | can get. In a memo on the official
Cagney and Lacey website, www.cagneyandlacey.com, Mr. Rosenzweig addresses the reason
why the 'Gless only' episodes are featured. As he explains, 'lt was these 22 episodes that brought
about the famous write-in campaign..." He notes that perhaps one day the TV movie that started
it all, and Foster’s episodes, might be available for purchase too. One can hope. So the set,
although touted as The True Beginning, in truth, is actually season two. But if you consider the
cancellation, the reinstatement, the cancellation, the reinstatement, etc. etc. finding the proper
name for this box set was quite a challenge. But no matter what you call it, the set is simply
fantastic with such classic episodes as 'Witness to An Incident', which puts Cagney and Lacey on
opposite sides regarding what they saw in a police shooting. Other favorites include 'Internal
Affairs’ where the duo have to investigate their fellow officers, 'The Grandest Jewel Thief of Them
All' featuring Cagney trying to nab Albert Grand, a world-famous jewel thief and 'Burn Out' where
Mary Beth succumbs to the demands of work and family and goes AWOL.

To my knowledge C&L is the only series in Emmy history to capture the category of best
actress in a dramatic series and hold that title for its entire run. It won a slew of other Emmy's
over the years, including best dramatic series, as well as Emmy's for writing, directing and a best
supporting actor award going to John Karlen. And that's not even counting the Golden Globes,
other press awards and countless humanitarian organization accolades. It’s funny, but |
remember reading a review about the show that was printed years ago. The reviewer said, and
I’'m paraphrasing here, that Cagney and Lacey was nothing more than an issues show and it
wouldn’t stand up to the test of time for that reason. They tackled subjects like racism, sexism,



abortion, alcoholism and cancer, just to name a few. It's a good thing we solved all those issues,
isn't it?

Aside from the fact the reviewer was dead wrong, what offended me the most was that he
didn’t see past the exterior to get to the heart of the show. It wasn’t about the issues, although
they did feature issues that are still prevalent today. The series was built around two strong
women, their relationship in the world and with each other. It was about how they faced those
challenges and issues, not the issues themselves. In a nutshell, C&L wasn't about hip music and
trendy clothes. There was no talking car or beautiful married people solving crimes and drinking
Champaign. It was a ground breaking television drama— one that celebrated womanhood and
the bonds of friendship. It was far more than just an ‘issues show.’ It was a series, the likes of
which, no network has been able to duplicate...and chances are...never will. And it's high time to
see it come to DVD. UB

Distributed by: MGM Home Video
Genre: Television Series
Rating:

Cast

Tyne Daly
Sharon Gless
Al Waxman
Carl Lumbly
Karen Arthur
Allen Baron

DVD Features
Box set, Color, DVD-Video, Full Screen, Subtitled, NTSC, Language: English, Region: Region 1
(U.S. and Canada only), Aspect Ratio: 1.33:1, Number of discs: 4

www.cagneyandlacey.com/

Nadine Meeker, devout generation X’er and confirmed campy TV addict, lives in Michigan with
her hubby of 17 years and their 14-year-old daughter. She left a career in journalism when she
knew more than her college instructor did but got happily sucked back in by UPBEAT
Entertainment News Syndicate.



